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RETE FERROVIARIA ITALIANA & INTERPORTO BOLOGNA WORKING 
TOGETHER TO UPGRADE THE PLATFORM TERMINALS. NEW PERSPECTIVES 
AHEAD FOR BOLOGNA INTERMODAL HUB 
 

A Memorandum of Understanding has been jointly signed by Marco Spinedi 
(President of Interporto Bologna) and Maurizio Gentile (CEO of RFI- Rete Ferroviaria 
Italiana) 
 
Rome, 21st of July, 2017 
 

The Memorandum of Understanding subscribed in Rome by the President of Interporto Bologna and 
the CEO and Executive Director of Rete Ferroviaria Italiana is one of the results of a long term national 
strategy aimed at relaunch the intermodal rail transport reducing traffic on congested highways, and 
pouring public resources into the Italian rail infrastructure. Moreover, the Memorandum contents are in 
line with the objectives of the White Paper on transports of the European Union, which foresees the 
shift of 30% of freight traffic from road to rail by 2030, reaching 50% by 2050. 
In terms of road and rail networks, Bologna Interporto is located at the crossing of three important 
international multimodal corridors, belonging to the European TEN-T network, the Scandinavian-
Mediterranean, the Mediterranean and the Baltic-Adriatic. Upgrading its intermodal rail terminals to 
accommodate trains up to 750m. long will enable Bologna Freight Village to gain momentum as an 
international “rail gateway” connecting Northern and Southern Italy as well as the main ports along the 
Tyrrhenian and the Adriatic coasts to continental Europe. Capturing larger and larger shares of the deep 
sea container market, transferring the cargo units to their final destination by rail are among the goals of 
a joint strategy defined together between Italian sea ports, dry ports and freight villages in the renewed 
scenario, followed after the recent approval of the sector reform. 
On RFI side, the Memorandum is part of a long-term investment plan aimed at enhance the “core” 
Italian rail network with the objective of relaunching freight transportation by train. A new strategy 
embraced by the Italian National Railway Group, following the successful completion of the high speed 
trains network programme for passengers. 
Improving the length of the train and allowing the transportation of high cube cargo units along the 
major rail lines is in fact the most effective lever for lowering the unit cost in rail freight transport, as it 
has been demonstrated by many pilot projects for longer freight trains in continental Europe.  
Marco Spinedi, President of Interporto Bologna, underlined that “signing this memorandum represents for 
Interporto Bologna the first step of a long-term strategy to transform the Bologna Freight Village into a rail hub of primary 
importance in South-Central Europe. Relaunching rail traffic in the intermodal terminals hosted in our freight village is a 
key element in our sustainable long - term growth strategy and investment programme in logistics and infrastructure 
projects”. 
“The Bologna intermodal rail/road terminal renewal is one of the major steps of a wider project aimed at adapting the 
Milan – Bologna line to accommodate longer trains by 2020 and, in general, at upgrade to the new standards for freight 
trains more than 85% of the lines along the Corridors of the TEN-T network by the 2026. Rail companies, multimodal 
terminal operators and rail network managers must work together to reach the ambitious target of 30% market coverage 
within the next decade ”, added the RFI CEO Maurizio Gentile. 
The fact of the matter is that MTOs and rail freight companies operating in Bologna terminals will be 
able to handle the transhipment of containers, semi-trailers and swap bodies more efficiently, with a 
substantial reduction in the cost and time of handling of the cargo units, fastening, sheltering and 
unfastening group of rail cars more quickly, creating the best conditions for new services addressed to 
the 114 logistics operators hosted in the freight village. 


